English R1b7 

Making of Evil

GSI Simon

First Paper Assignment

Due dates:

· first draft: September 22

· final paper: September 29

This first paper will require you to apply the formal reading skills you’ve been developing in class and in last week’s diagnostic paper.  This paper differs substantially, though, in that you’re dealing with a much larger text the Blake’s tiger and lamb poems.  To keep your paper’s argument focused and the breadth of your analysis manageable, you should choose one or two short passages for close reading.  It’s important that you select a passage that is representative of the particular theme you wish to examine.  I’ve included a suggested paper topic below, though you may write on any subject and passage you find of interest (do please discuss independent paper topics with me in office hours).

Bestiality

The connection between witchcraft and bestiality is a longstanding one that dates back to medieval times, as the Mackay chapter tells us.  It may go back even further, for we find in Exodus 22 this unexplained juxtaposition within Mosaic law: 

22:18 Thou shalt not suffer a witch to live. 

22:19 Whosoever lieth with a beast shall surely be put to death.* 

Choose a short passage or two from Satan in Goray and examine how Singer’s beast motif figures in moments of ritual ceremony, Satanic depravity and bodily deformation.  You may choose any passage, but you may find some of the following of particular interest: the preparation scene for Rechele’s wedding ceremony (pg. 123); Rechele’s sexual torment at the hands of Satan (pg. 215); the scandalous rumors surrounding Reb Gedaliya’s slaughterhouse and his lenience towards prurient behavior (pg. 165).

* note: the full text for Exodus 22 can be found on the class home page.

